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Reimagining the museum collection 



9 museums and galleries

1 archives

1.1 million objects

12 miles of archives shelf

450,000+ records online

Role of digital team



This talk

An overview of some of TWAMΩs digital programme with a 
particular focus on digital creative reuse of collections 

The principles that led us there 

The principles it has since informed

Digital R&D as live study of the public value of collections



Release collections into the wild 

and see what happens 



άCultural organisations are over-optimistic about the 
perceived commercial value of our (collections) and not 
excited enough about present public valueέ.

ΨEncouraging Digital Access to CultureΩ
DCMS, March 2010



Open access to cultural institutionsΩphotography

No copyright restrictions

Vast audience

Flickr Commons (2011)

Action research to understand online audiences relationship with 
collections.



74 sets of images in 4 years

1616 images in total

Upload ongoing



Over 13 million image views in 
under 4 years in Flickr

(current average 20,000 daily views)

8,000+ public comments

20,000+ public favourites

International exposure and reuse


